Five recent decisions reviewed in this article have highlighted the need for urgent reform of the procedure for fixing tariff periods for life prisoners. It is submitted that the judiciary should fix all life tariffs to avoid the criticism that Home Secretaries would be more susceptible than judges to influence by public clamour and pressure from the media. 
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Commercial Law
Confidentiality letters protecting disclosed business secrets As a result it is normal for a potential purchaser to be asked to enter into a confidentiality agreement before they are provided with sensitive information. However, placing legal obligations on a potential purchaser is not necessarily the whole answer in practical terms. A vendor may not know that confidential information is being used or distributed o for purposes unconnected with the sale.
Lven if they suspect that it is being used for commercial advantage it may be o J difficult to prove. Therefore a vendor should consider holding back the most confidential information about their business, such as customer lists, until the sales contract is about to be signed.
DUTIES OF CONFIDENTIALITY
Depending on the circumstances there may be common law duties of confidentiality. The type of information involved and the relationship between the parties at the time of disclosure will be the key factors. There would seem to be little doubt that business information concerning corporate strategy, customer lists and pricing will, if not in the public domain, give rise to a duty of confidence if handed to a third party as part of a sales process. However, common law duties will rarely be relied on, essentially for three reasons: a document setting out the type of information that is confidential and the duty of confidence in relation to that information will serve to emphasise the existence of the duty and the importance that the vendor places on it; if the duty of confidence is thought to have been breached, a provider will have greater confidence approaching a court for an injunction or other relief or remedy, if they are armed with an agreement between the parties which 11
